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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN CHARGE RESIGNS POST 

1. ETHIOPIAN CHARGE IN WASHINGTON, GHEBEYEHOU MEKBIB, TOD 
DEPT. JULY 1 1 HE HAS INEORMED HIS GOVERNMENT THAT EEEECTIVE 
JULY 8 HE RESIGNING HIS POST. MEKBIB, WHO HAD ADVISED 

DEPT. OEFICERS OP HIS INTENTIONS IN ADVANCE, HAS SAID 
PRIVATELY HE HAD BEEN DISMAYED AT SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA 
DURING HIS CONSULTATIONS THERE AND, WHILE INITIALLY A 
SUPPORTER OP GOALS OF REVOLUTION, PELT HE NO LONGER COULD 
SERVE EPMG. 

2. MEKBIB DOES NOT PLAN TO MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS OR OTHER- 
WISE CALL ATTENTION TO HIS DECISION. HE DOES NOT RPT NOT 
PLAN TO SEEK POLITICAL ASYLUM. HE HAS ESTABLISHED SELF IN 
HOME IN SURE URBAN POTOMAC, MARYLAND WHERE HE PLANS TO LIVE 
WHILE SEEKING ACADEMIC OR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
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EMPLOYMENT IN WASHINGTON AREA. HIS WIPE IS AN IBRD 
EMPLOYEE AND HIS FOUR CHILDREN ARE US-BORN. 

3. IP EPMG ASKS ABOUT MEKBIB, EMBASSY SHOULD STATE THAT 
HE HAS INFORMED US OP DECISION TO RESIGN HIS POST AND OP 
HIS DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO RESIDE IN THE UNITED STATES. 
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4. DEPT. HAS NO DESIRE GENERATE PUBLICITY CONCERNING 
MEKBIB'S ACTION NOR GIVE EPMG ANY REASON TO BELIEVE 
PRESENCE IN US OE ETHIOPIAN DIPLOMATIC DEFECTORS IS 
INDICATION US PLOTTING AGAINST IT. 

5. PRESS GUIDANCE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

QUESTION: WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT ETHIOPIAN CHARGE 
MEKBIB'S BREAK WITH HIS GOVERNMENT? 

ANSWER: MR. MEKBIB INFORMED THE DEPT. JULY 1 1 THAT HE HAD 
SUBMITTED HIS RESIGNATION TO HIS GOVERNMENT JULY 8. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT HE PLANS TO REMAIN IN THE UNITED STATES, 

A MATTER WHICH IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE IMMIGRATION 
AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE. 

QUESTION: ISN'T THE US SHOWING ANTIPATHY TOWARDS THE 
LEFTIST REGIME IN ADDIS ABABA BY PERMITTING A NUMBER OF 
FORMER ETHIOPIAN DIPLOMATS TO HAVE ASYLUM HERE? 

ANSWER: THE DECISIONS OF A NUMBER OF ETHIOPIAN OFFICIALS 
TO SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM THEIR GOVERNMENT AND RE- 
ESTABLISH FORMER ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL TIES IN THE US 
ARE THEIR PERSONAL DECISIONS. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT 
PERMITTING THESE INDIVIDUALS TO RESIDE IN THE US AS 
IMMIGRANTS OR FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS SHOULD HAVE ANY 
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ADVERSE EFFECT ON US-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS. VANCE 
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